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Keystone Symposia to Convene Second Conference in Beijing, China

SILVERTHORNE, CO – May 11, 2009 – Keystone Symposia will convene its second conference in China on May 12 at the Capital Hotel in Beijing, China. Entitled “Human Immunology and Immunodeficiencies,” the four-day event will begin with a  keynote address on the evening of Tuesday, May 12 by Dr. Xuetao Cao of the Second Military Medical University in Shanghai, speaking on the topic of “Immune Regulation by Antigen-Presenting Cells: From Basic to Clinic.”
Focusing on both inherited and acquired human immunodeficiency, the symposium represents a unique opportunity to hear from experts in the three related fields of primary immunodeficiencies, complex genetics of infectious diseases, and virus-induced immunodeficiency. Altogether, speakers from 13 countries will present their latest research findings. 
Beginning with a session on “Development of Immunity” and proceeding to discussions of “Antibody Deficiencies” and “Non-B Cell Primary Immunodeficiencies,” the meeting will then examine “Therapy for Primary Immunodeficiency Diseases” as well as the “Genetics of Common Infectious Diseases” including mycobacterial infections, trypanosome infection, West Nile virus infection, leprosy, norovirus infection and herpes simplex encephalitis. A significant portion of the symposium – the final day – will be devoted to “Mechanisms of Immunodeficiency in HIV.” A closing address will be delivered by Dr. Margaret A. Liu of ProTherImmune and Karolinska Institute on “Common and Contrasting Mechanisms of Acquired and Inherited Immunodeficiencies.”
The conference is presented in collaboration with the Chinese Society of Immunology. Scientific organizers are Lennart Hammarström of Karolinska Institute, Xiao-Jun Xu of Peking University Health Science Center, Jean-Laurent Casanova of Rockefeller University and Xiao-Ming Gao of Peking University Health Science Center. The conference is sponsored by Pfizer Inc.
Keystone Symposia held its first conference in Beijing, China in October 2007 on gastrointestinal cancer. Convening conferences in China and other parts of Asia is a key part of the organization’s goal to involve an increasing number of scientists worldwide in the critical collaboration-building and other valuable educational benefits offered by a small-meeting experience. 

For more information on this conference, please visit www.keystonesymposia.org/9D7. 

About Keystone Symposia

Keystone Symposia on Molecular and Cellular Biology, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, has been conducting internationally renowned, open scientific conferences since 1972 and has been headquartered in Summit County, Colorado since 1990, when the organization left the University of California at Los Angeles. Annually, Keystone Symposia holds more than 50 meetings involving nearly 14,000 scientists from around the world. Most of the meetings are held in the Rocky Mountain U.S. states and Canadian provinces, with a few each year now scheduled for overseas. Conferences are typically three to four full days in length. Registration fees are supplemented by generous monetary support from corporate, foundation, and individual donors as well as government grants. The organization is advised by an all-volunteer Board of Directors and a Scientific Advisory Board comprised of leading scientists from around the world.

More information on Keystone Symposia can be found at www.keystonesymposia.org.  
